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' SELECTED WORLD REACTIONS TO THE PRESIDENT'S 31 MARCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
- North Vietnam: The Vietnamese News Agency in Hanoi on _____________ 

3 April sent a service message to Moscow asking its repre- sentative there to "send home promptly the text of Johnson's speech both in English and French by air, You do not have to send it by cable. Make sure to cable home fully and promptly reactions of world public opinion on this speech." 
Soviet Union: Soviet Premier Kosygin, speaking in Tehran, 
___________ 
said the time has come for the US to understand the only 

- way it can escape from Vietnam is to "cease its aggression." In Paris, Soviet Ambassador Zorin said, "The Americans are still bombing North Vietnam; they've just picked dif- ferent target areas." 

United Nations: Delegates from India, Nepal, and the United Kingdom, Canada, Malaysia, Pakistan, Denmark and Japan ex- pressed surprise and disappointment at reports of air strikes over 200 miles north of the demilitarized zone. They wonder- ed whether this was a departure from what they understood the President said about the bombing reduction. Eastern European newsmen and members of the Soviet, Hungarian and Bulgarian delegations said the air attacks not only made unlikely a positive reaction from North Vietnam but also provided grounds for a negative reaction. 
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FAR EAST 

Communist China: According to Radio Press, a Japanese 
agency which monitors Chinese broadcasts, Peking Radio on 
3 April quoted from the editorial in the North Vietnamese 
army newspaper Quan Doi Nhan Dan. Japanese newsmen based 
in Peking said on 2 April that Chinese newspapers and radio 
stations had not reported President Johnson's announcement. 

Japan: The newspaper Nishi Nippon Shinbun described the 
President's announcement as a desirable step toward peace 
but said it.meant the US was yielding ground. The newspaper 
also foresaw a major change in US Asian policy in the direc- 
tion of weakening its commitment, predicted widespread un- 
easiness among the neighbors of Vietnam, and concluded that 
Japan must reappraise its role in Asia. 

Thailand: The Bangkok World, in a report on a Thai Cabinet 
meeting of 2 April, said Prime Minister Kittikhachon told 
his ministers he believed the US President genuinely desired 
peace in Vietnam. High Thai military officers, meanwhile, 
were reported "surprised" at the bombing reduction order. 
They felt that the Communists merely took advantage of such 
American concessions in the past. 
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South Korea: Seoul Hapdong reported that President Pak 
Chong—hui plans to hold an extraordinary strategy meeting 
regarding Vietnam. The newspaper quoted government sources 
as saying the bombing reduction was shocking, and it described 
the government position as favoring continued bombing until 
the Communists show sincerely they want~to end the war. 

Hong Kong: An editorial in the South China Morning Post 
speculated that many in Southeast Asia "will view this as 

the first step in an ultimate American withdrawal from the 
- , . 

Asian mainland." The Hong Kong Standard editor asked: 
"Does America want to get out at any cost, or is this merely 
a move by Johnson to try to show the world that the North 
Vietnamese do not really want peace?" 

Australia: Former Prime Minister Sir Robert Menzies said 
he thought President Johnson "has been wickedly misrepresent- 
ed" in the Vietnam War controversy "but throughout all this 
has demonstrated his clear and unselfish patriotism." 

New Zealand: The Southeast Asia Treaty Organization council 
of ministers, in a communique on 3 April, called the Presi- 
dent's decision "bold and generous." The council said the 
pause is an opportunity of critical importance for the open- 

- ** ing of negotiations to end the war. Several newspaper edit- 
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orials praised the President's self—sacrificing determination 
to find peace in Vietnam and agreed that the onus is now 
on Hanoi. 

Indonesia: Newspapers welcomed the bombing reduction. 
Nusantara said it offers North Vietnam an opportunity to 
take a peace move without losing face. The armed forces‘ 
newspaper Angkata flersendajat speculated that Vietnam might 
be united under a Tito—type Communist regime. 

' 

: Deputy Prime Minister Morarji Desai said he welcomed 
India 
President Johnson's decision. "The other people-(North 
Vietnam) will be put to the test," he said. 

The Philippines: A government spokesman said the shift of 
US policy may have ultimate bearing on the traditional 
"American presence" in Asia. 
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WESTERN EUROPE 

QE: Vietnam remains the main topic in the press, with the 
T’ 

, the ' 

, and the Sun expressing reservations and imes Guardian 
misgivings that the bombing limitation is "less dramatic" 
than initially imagined. The Telegraph, on the other hand, 
notes that continuation of bombing "deep into North Vietnam" 
restob confidence that the President's offer was not made 
in preparation for "an American retreat from Vietnam." 

West Germany; Media reflect a widespread awareness that 
the President's speech represents a momentous development, 
the consequences of which are not immediately discernible. 
There has not yet been enough time for any serious analysis 
to develop. 

Italy: Press reaction has been overwhelmingly favorable, 
except for Communist journals. The Christian Democratic 
organ, Il Popolo, headlined its editorial "The Voice of 
Reason," the independent but conservative Stamoa said, 
"Now it's Hanoi's turn." In general, editorials tended 
to slur over any distinction between partial reduction and 
complete suspension of bombing.
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Austria: FBIS has picked up an official government broad- 
cast that the government has taken note of The President's 
declaration "with great interest" and hopes that this step 
will lead to "prompt, concrete talks." 
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Chile: The initial favorable response to the President's declaration on the bombing pause is rapidly being dis— 
p sipated by a realization of its limitations. On the after- noon of 2 April, tabloids ha Tarde (Christian Democratic) and Ultima Hora (Socialist) both carried banner headlines: 

___________ 
"Bombardments Continue," noting Hanoi's claim that "LBJ ' 

deceives world." 

Brazil: According to the embassy, press coverage has been heavy--"extraordinary" in the northeast area-—and generally favorable. A recurrent theme is the "importance of the (changed) US attitude," together with either hope or skep- ticism as to the resultant effect in Hanoi and Moscow. Stories, especially in the northeast, lean heavily-on gen- erally favorable comments by officials and notables. There is a wide spectrum of reaction to The President's decision not to run, and apparently little particular notice of the limitations of the bombing pause. 
Mexico: The President's speech dominates all media. Ac~ cording to incomplete initial reports, with reaction to the bombing pause favorable and a mixed response to his withdrawal of candidacy. 
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Panama: FBIS has 
. 

comment praising 
as "a tremendous 

picked up a national television station 
The President's withdrawal of candidacy 
example of greatness and public responsi- 

bility," and the "suspension of the air raids" as opening "the way for...pe 

Elsewhere in Lati 

,

~ 

ace negotiati0ns,§ _e e~~~sss n" * ” 

n America: The embassy in San Salvador’ notes that local 
to sum up the sca 
Central America, 
in South America. 
5:00 AM, 3 April, 
a mixture of surp 

news media are slow reacting, which seems 
ttering of reports received so far from 
the Caribbean area, and smaller countries 
Such reports as are available as of ‘ 

suggest that public response has"been 
rise, curiousity, and general sympathy for the President's objectives. Many reactions have focused more on US domest 

effect. 

Canada: Two Fren 

ic political aspects'and the possible local 

ch—language newspapers reacted editorially on 3 April.. De Devoir notes that The President's decision to withdraw "give s more importance to the bombing pause," but warns that "immediate peace should not be expected." 
The tabloid Montr 
ration a "gesture 
waiting," and con 

eal ' calls the President's dual decla- Matin 
for which the entire world has long been 

cludes that the "important thing is that the good will of America was affirmed in striking manner." 
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1.5; QLLQE I£1<3.A,_I PLIHE MAIN T*0P,IC-e TIMES, SAYS THI » -@§§fiiPRESIfl§flI ¢9uu5g§;§_5g5g;~§eP5gs§_§;e1us $0 Loox LESS DRAMATIC AND. 5- ;;@:. a£g§pou5i15Ag-wugj as nA§E fT._TnE AREA NdRTH”bFTTRE"bEMItITARIzzn gf , ;g;;g;zoN£ STILL OPEN TO ATTACK IS BREATER THAN ANYONE WOULD IMAGINE. THE 1?“ q§;¢$gTIn£s ASKSL.VAS THE BOHBING STOPPED szcnusz ITS MILITARY VALUE WAS H“~§; ¢¥$§iDOUBTED AND NOT AS A conczssxou T0 MEET NORTH vrzrnnmzsz CONDITIONS FBA.§ fQ§§fPEACE? IF_THIS HERE TH£'REASON, THEN IT was NATURAL T0 EXTRACT AS MUCH‘, ,:j3yqPOLITIcAL ADVANTAGE AS POSSIBLE FROM THE PAUSE. wars INTERPRETATIQN; .“ >;§“3§fiHAY BE QUITE UNJUST. THE IDEA musr HAVE BEEN THAT WORLD 0PINION¢§;;.; "@?3$%gwouL0 SEE.THE szsrunz AS onz HONOI SHOULD NOT IGNORE. THERE ;P;Q#§?" ~ yjfigfigana REASONS ornzfi THAN PRIDE, (nun THE) NORTH VIETNAMES£:MAY.”1”;*” ~;;;;;acH00s£ T0 IGNOR£'IT;'NEVERTHELESS, THE GESTURE aas BE£u~nAn£.,1;:¢2V~ ~¥§§§ERANOI.SHOULD'BEAR IN MIND THE BIG CHANGE IN THE PRESIDENTYS'I§' Q¢¢¢_ =§§g§§PosITIoN;'nzs vIrxnRAwALirRon THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS axvss HIM Qgf » §E§g5§FAR MORE rnzznon 0F~ACTION.=THIS TRANSFORMATION or THE AMERICAN. &#§* 1 ;§§§;§gPoLITIcAL scans orrzns MANY§OP§N;NQ§§§F1IflB@RORIH§Xl§IflAM£$§:§REj§£“% , ?*%§§§§9£§B9§¥P4I9~EXPL°£I»I"§H»-fisai¥*2???;#H§%§%€$£§%§§@@E$¥§i€fi3fifliéfiififi"“in“ ;€$§€P¢§€$?““7$Y*“'°'“Tiff """f*1 ' If" -~ " “x?v?"~;1“=*=v"="»~=v.~¢=<~-rqhfé 5 :§%m$%g*"rH2 GUARDIAN ACCEPTS THAT Pnzsrnguj Jonusoueugg CONSIDERABLY'Q;F‘ g§§4SCALED DOWN TF2 VAR Bur THE FIT? f% THAT ITs'IhPhcT sflfiu 0 __“ ”§5§?§f AL . Av L L _ e :,~ U *fi§B_N§F1B~ “T?@‘ 
ER T0 ~ 

"s%§fi§§yTHAN NAYQNE Evzfi Eifitcrfin. THE Pntsibiyr WOULD HAVE BEEN yrs _*;, =y§_ ;§§;&§fUNUEF§TEE’FKTHER“TRKN“UVER§EII“RT§'EfllNGE"UT“FU£TEYT'TF5FAWdI;sAvE*f*= ' 

'¥§§§§§§I§N§“6F”XEEPTN§7IT§“Tfi?TETRATTUN“UUVN'TU5REEEfiT-KEVELS, rnz;¢»-~:-w~&; gggygggnnznxcans VOULD, ACCORDING T0 THE orrzas THEY PUT on RECORD; sTOP§JHE;§§; §§§$§£gsomB:uas ALTOGETHER; BUT PSYCHOLOGICALLY rnzarnssrnznr HAS PLAY§D;§£fi$};§ =§#¥a$v1NTo“THE.HANns OFE(VORD1INDISTINCT);IN,HAN0I§UH0;QQ§HQIQVAflI@§g§§E§§§§&? 

§§E£§§§?iTHz sun vnxrzs I551 IT wouLu BE A TRAGEDY;lF'TflE HEART-wARm1us"rfl@a$_ Efi§§;%vALuE OF PfiE§I5ENT Jonuson's_1y1j;pT1vz gs PuT_§& Jf5FK§UY“EFEKU§E::T}gj »a§3%i§3AflQff§§T§IQEN:IKE:§PPORTQNIIf'T0 DENoUNcE*IT*As*(W6RRTIfiDI§fIfi€f{;g§5»; ?;i§££#THz CHANCES or RUSSIA cd6PEfikfYfi§‘?F6R"K‘§ETTtEMENT> WOULD BE; ;;;ny#»1 ~ %§g;§§§eRzATLY Rznuc2n.£rx£ PRESIDENT HAS STAKED zvznvrnxns ON THE" ;~'-,;;’ §g§§g§j(MOVE)'FOR PEACE IN vxzrnan. nz HAS nAn£.rnz-sAcR1FIc£ or uxs owu;;; _ §§§§§§§CONTINUANCE IN OFFICE; THIS IS NOT.IHE COMEBACK OF A NAN vno DOES wg,' g§3g§§;nor GENUINELY MEAN WHAT HE SAYS. IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT MR JouNsoN'sg;¢;; ~f¥*%**No-sonslne~oFr2R~sHouLn BE STRICTCYTUEFINEUTTNUTKUHEREU7TUTT?§7§§E§13% j 
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e£{§{DISCONTINUATION or AIR RAIDS on THE MAJOR PART or uonru v1ErnAnzs£‘75§5¥? 

Iifizi Tznnrronv; THE AUSTRIAN sovznnmzur HOPES.THAT wars STEP WILL" “' **7f35 
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KTEXT) PRESIDENT .-JQHNSON -HAS GIVEN ‘HIS PEOPLE AND THE VDRLD" A "" 

*1-Tnzuzunous EXAMPLE or GREATNESS AND PUBLIC R£SPDNSIBILIIY._AVARE TuAI_;;q 
":'»"~HI5'PRESENCE UN THE PULITICAL SCENE. VQULD CUNSTITUTE A DISTURBI?j3G 
i"-TFACTOR THAT~VUULD ENDANGER N01“ QNLY T-HE'._UNITY'0F THE DEMQCRATICQ-_ 5' 

"{;7f"PARTY, BUT THE UNITY__QF THE NATIDN, ITSELF,' PRESIDENT JQHNSON .' 

=;gsrzPP£n ouryxn Au ACT or GREAT anugnosxxv, tflus ENDING av YEARS IN ;;. 
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>v"fi§1nr:RnAr1ouALLY; THE DECISION 0P'PRESIDENT JOHNSON MAY 52' 1-j?YA,_ 
§FXINTERPRETED.AS~ADMITTING THE FAILURE.0F uxs POLICY-IN VIETNAM. 
QQ=NEV£RTHELESS, IT CONVEYS GREAT COURAGE ON xxs PART T0 RECOGNIZE HIS. Q¢j_ 
Qggzanon; AND OPENS THE VAY_FOR A FAVORABLE CLIMATE FOR PEACE.NEGQI1ATIQB ;,. 
ggaxgnousu HIS{ANNOUNC£MENT.0F THE SUSPENSION UF THE_AlR.RAIDS;b§§§£§yfi§$m? -»e~»w:»~¢A.»»@¢><.~.= --» ~ A- - A»--»»“=@=r-~¢@=.A» .¢»~;~a'J:2¢¢~&@¢a.~ 
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7§g;¢%§IHE-Arrlruoz or PRESIDENT ¢onus0u Is.PRA1s£voPTuY; HE rnus GIVES Qggfi, 
;§@§A.LESSON Io THE VORLD'BY'PLACING nxs couurnv AND HIS PARTY'S'§"€" "i»"@;,, 
%¢w+IBTERESTS?ABOVE.HIS PERSONAL Intznzsts, uow£v£R~LseItIuAT£.IxEY"mAYjB£;:§> 
'11>“Z§"5:-.1‘*;§ir '-.‘.1- '--31 -- ~ .:.-: r - 
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;yi§§§¢~couv1nc£n THAT nzs ASPIRATIONS FOR REELECTION counn PRDVOKE A fi£ygaé' 
~§§§SCHISM IN THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY AND THAT HIS'OVN.PRESIDENTIAL ~. ;A;@:£aw§, 
fi§§gCANDIDACY'DID not OFFER THE_BEST ASSURANCES_FOR succzss, MR JoHNsoN;ag%£1r 
§%§§DISPLAYING A HIGH sznsz or HISTORICJRESPONSIBILITY wonrnv OF THE@;§fiQ§¥§ 
;;g¥;x1s3;sr PRAISE, RELINQUISHED HIS DESIBES T0 LEAVE_THE.FIELD OPEN Tfi§fi§}§» 
;%EgEF0R<A POSSIBLE FQRMU§A;Ifi}TjVILL“fRE$ERVE@;B£;QNITYjOE$HIS,PflRTYU§£fi§§¥?* -~w$€$%AND%THE.NATI0N,£$?§?u£¥$§&$¢3*fn%6%3¢P%§§¥$P@%3fiié%%2fifi@E§$¢¢*#§w%flfifiF£A§¢? 
»$:&2ia§E@2@:;::= AP r;»;:~<~:#:=>> 

r* *:PPP~'=%_~"?£ 1 ,=‘:."=*@'?€P#>*a?§‘:-{**§A*§¥"*~"'P*+»jai<>?11<=&"1i“f:¢:-*¥{P*f€¢%?;%1;{a; 

;§§;§@iiB£Ius-ruz>PP:s1nzur OF'THE VORLD'S‘MOST'POVERFUL NATION, PAv1ne=@a€e 
vggayrxz REINS or sovsnwmznr AND PARTY AT xxs n1sPosAL; AND BEING "<:“»§?A" 
@g:;:unowzo wxrx UNDENIABLE POLITICAL ABILITY, IT WOULD HAVE BEEN zAsY=@§* 
.§fiQ£FOR'MR LYNDON JOHNSON T0 IMPOSE nxs PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDACY AND ~-64* 
,§:; INSIST ON HIS STRATEGY IN VIETNAM} NR JOHNSON, HOWEVER, IS NEITHERV1f 
q,;Au.ossr1nAT£ uoa A SELF-VORSHIPPING MAN DESPERATELY szzxxus POWER. *>w- 

>;¢;2Hz=1s xunzzn A cousczzurrous AND RESPONSIBLE'STAT£SMAN vrru A NOBLE.¥*f 
§§§?aVOCATION ron PUBLIC sznvrcz was THINKS ABOVE ALL OF THE PERMANENCE.$kf 
*§§§g0P.n1s COUNTRY‘S xusrxrurxons, OF THE_FATE or HIS PARTY;i0F'THE .>>#*j 
qgygaunxrv or was AMERICAN PEOPLE, AND OF was CAUSE or WORLD PEACE. m@é»,A 
Aggggxnoss-ARE THE OBJECTIVES AND PURPOSES I0 WHICH as HAS RENDERED1A¢§§¥T§ .» 
§¥€§%Q35AT»5E8VICB&BX~RENOUNCINGLHISIRE£L£cr1ou;fl%$$%a%§w§e&iPw@a;P@&§$i€§ie~P 
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